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CHALMERS 
 AUTOMOBILE                                                                                                                                 

REGISTRY 
 

 

The Chalmers Automobile Registry is dedicated to founder                                
David Chalmers Hammond (1939-2006)  

    
Last newsletter I enclosed a bill for dues for those who had not paid for 2006.  A few members 
sent notes stating they were life members.  I have been rereading old Registry newsletters and 
found that Dave was doing the Registry for fun and to find out how many Chalmers remain.  In 
April 2000, Dave wrote “I expect the publication costs to continue to increase in the future and 
may eventually ask all members to pay a newsletter subscription fee.  In the future, I plan to 
investigate ways to reduce costs in an effort to mitigate the need for such a charge.  Your advice 
and comment on this is welcomed.” 
   Joining the registry for the purpose of simply documenting Chalmers automobile and owner 
data remains no-fee.  Please let me know if you desire to be in this category and not receive the 
newsletter; this will reduce costs. 
   I thank all members who have donated money, various historical documents, and notes of 
encouragement.  These items have been beneficial in maintaining the value of the newsletters 
and are much appreciated.  As one member wrote “$5 is not going to break the bank.”  I just 
finished 6 classes on building web pages, and expect to launch the new web site by the end of the 
year.  With that I should be able to attract some advertisements that will pay for the site and the 
newsletter as well.  This is for non-profit and I would like to at least break even.  So, with that 
said, dues for 2007 will be $5 due January 1, 2007 for all including life members. 
   Along with your dues bill I am asking that you answer a question and return it with yours dues.  
The question is:  Will you attend the 2008 Meet in Detroit for the100th anniversary of Chalmers.  
Please indicate.  I may attend.  I will attend.   I will not attend.  After some discussion with some 
members it does not look like there is much interest.  So, I need your input to determine if I 
should proceed with the meet.  See page 8 for a statement of expenses and income for 2006. 
   Welcome to new member Skip Marketti (#126) who is Curator for the Nethercutt Collection in 
Sylmar, California. www.nethercuttcollection.org  They are restoring a 1913 18 Six, it has 9362 
miles.  The body is blue with black fenders. 
   At Hershey this year I found a company that sells early restoration parts and supplies.  
Restoration Supply Company is in Escondido, California 800-306-7008.  
www.restorationstuff.com 
   My wife and I were on the AACA Reliability Tour this past September in New Hampshire and 
we got to see Jim Stamper #52 1914 Chalmers.  We also got to meet Bob Valpey #17; we went 
to his house as part of the tour and saw his great collection of cars and automobilia.  This was 
one of the best tours we have been on in a long time.  Betty and Bob Dare #20 were also on the 
tour with their 1915 Model 26B.  Betty does a great job as my proof reader for the newsletter. 
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Letters and E-Mails 

Hi Joe 
   Kellogg air pumps were built of an extremely thin cast metal that appears to be zinc based, but 
could possibly be poor quality aluminum.  My original was exactly as Peter described.  I 
ultimately bought 2 on eBay and one at Chickasha.  It took parts from all to get enough to make 
one good pump. I coated the inside surfaces with titanium epoxy to strengthen the casting 
pieces.  The cylinders and head are nickel plated as are the two cylinder retainers.  Expect to pay 
from $25.00 to $75.00 for "good" compressors. "Good" meaning--at least one of the three 
castings is not broken.   
Terry Hulsey 
 
5/8/06 
Dear Joe  
    I am Ed Messinger member #30 and I want to 
thank and compliment you for taking over the 
Chalmers Registry.  I appreciate the effort and 
expense that go into such an undertaking, 
especially the setting up the 
www.chalmersregistry.com web site. 
     We are planning to take the car on this years 
Glidden Tour, our first such tour.  I’m glad 
Dave’s book is now finished and have ordered our 
copy, which I look forward to hoping he could 
finish it.   
Incidentally, I like the new format as the margin 
is more convenient for putting in a 3-ring notebook 
Regards, Ed  
Editors Note 
I’m glad you like it Ed but the margin was an accident in trying to make things fit. 
   I thought this next story should be reprinted.  I got to see Jim Stamper 1914 Chalmers this past 
September when we were on the AACA Reliability Tour in New Hampshire                                                               

 
                                                                                                                                  

AN OFFER FROM A MEMBER 
 

Jim Stamper (#52) recently wrote me 
about his successful efforts in rebuilding the 
cork clutch on his 1914 Model 24 “Master 
Six”.  Jim told me that it was quite a job with 
very little information available and he had to 
learn a great deal about cork clutches.  He is 
willing to share this newfound knowledge with 
registry members.  Anyone who is interested 
should contact Jim to learn more about cork 
clutches.                                                                    Jim Stamper 1914 Model 24 “Master Six” 
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Nelson Update  
   Here is the update (July 2005) on my 1917 Chalmers Model 35B 7 passenger Touring.   
I purchased this car just outside Missoula, Montana in June of 1995.  The car was trailered home 
and stored in my shop.  In September of 1999 the restoration was started, first was the body off.  
   The car has no dash.  It has an instrument cluster sits low on the inside firewall and just above 
the floor boards.   
   Behind the top of the front seat facing the rear is a solid black walnut pierce 6 inches by 48 
inches nice looking with a clothing rail rack. 

The four motor mounts are solid oak.  New ones were 
made and one half inch rubber was glue on.  This 
insures a smoother running engine.  This rubber was 
also used between the body and frame.  New top bows 
were also made. 
  A partial list of the restoration.  Rebuilt engine, new 
muti-disc clutch, new radiator honey combe core four 
inches $1280, transmission and rear check out, new 
front bearing and seals, new brakes, new exhaust, 6 new 
5x35 Lester tires, new hickory wood spoke wheels, new 
top bows. New ship deck running board covering in 
gray, new windshield.  The body work was done by me.   

   On May 19. 2006, I bought this 1916 Chalmers; model 32-B Roadster, on the telephone, 
through Kruse Auction 
in Auburn, Indiana.  It 
was the third car sold 
that morning.  I paid 
$8200, plus a 10% 
buyer’s fee. 
About two or three 
weeks before the 
auction I had received a 
flyer regarding the 
coming auction.  My 
wife, Myrna, went to 
the internet and pulled 
up six pictures.  The car 
had come from an 
estate in New Jersey.  
The only other information was that the car had a leather top and seats.  The vehicle license 
showed NJ 1925.  The body appeared to be straight, but it had four flat tires. 
   Within one and one-half hours after buying the car, I had contacted a trucking firm which had 
an enclosed car hauler. The individual with this trucking firm told me that the car would be 
delivered in about one to one and one-half weeks.  He was familiar with this car, as the trucking 
firm had brought it from N.J. to the Auburn Auction.  I also paid them an extra $100 for loading, 
due to four flat tires.  This fellow told me to feel free to call him at any time to check on the car. 
To make a long story short – I received the car six weeks and two days later.  To my surprise it 
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was complete, including complete set of side curtains, a tonneau cover and a cover for the rear 
tires. The rear spare tires were now and still had the paper wrapped around them.  The tires are 
harder than 20 year old good cement.  The running boards were partly rotten with all the metal 
trim.  About half way on the outside of the running boards is the name of  “Chalmers” in brass. 
All the wood is excellent.  The dash, on the left side, has an eight day clock.  The engine, brakes 
and controls are all free.  The top has a headliner in it.  This car is complete and in very good 
condition. 
   This car will have to wait until I finish my 1917 Chalmers 35-B, seven passenger touring car, 
which is done except the upholstery and top cover.  My son, Marc, age 44, has a great interest in 
the older cars. He is a superb mechanic and has helped me a lot.  When he was 15 years old he 
got his first car.  He tells me “I know dad, I remember my first car, you towed it home and said, 
here’s your car son, put it together.  If you need help, I’ll help you.”  It was a 1957 Chevy 
hardtop coupe, no motor or transmission.  He still has the car and I still have my first car, that I 
bought in 1957, a 1938 Olds, 6 cylinder, four door sedan.  It’s in line waiting patiently with a 
couple others.  Have I mentioned that restoring antique automobiles takes multiple $100 bills and 
lots of patients.  No free lunch in this hobby. 
   Hope this finds everyone well.  If you are out this way, call me and stop by.  
Tommy Nelson # 4 
 
Coming Out 
I feel like I am coming out of the closet.  I bought this Roadster body for $500 and it took me 6 
months to figure out what I had bought.  Because all I had was a body, I built a Street Rod.  The 
body was not altered.  I built the frame, windshield, and bow for the top from scratch.  Street 
Rod Shops don’t make parts for a Chalmers.  In 2002 the car was invited to the Grand National 
Roadster show in San Mateo, California.  We won runner up in our class.  In 52 years of the 
show this is the first Chalmers.  I have driven it to the Bonneville Salt Flats the last four years to 
race.  I am known as the “Chalmers Guy” not Kurt.  The car has a Muncie 4 speed, 350Hp 
350CI, Manifree 4 Duece and a Ford 8 inch rear. 
Kurt Weaver #55 

 
 Editors Note   Great car Kurt.  It looks like a 1915 Model 32 Roadster.  I have been trying to 
determine the different between the Model 32 and 32B.  The one thing I see is the corners of the 
windshield are rounded and stick out a little on Model 32 and 32B are straight down to the body.  
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I am going to write more in the next newsletter on the Model 32, 32B 6-40.  This is a car ahead 
of its time with its overhead valves and cam motor.     
Editors Note 
The following story is a reprint from the 2006 Great Race Yearbook with the permission of Rally Partners, Inc. 
About the author: 

Jeff Mahl is the Great Grandson of George Schuster Sr., driver of the Thomas Flyer and winner of the 
1908 New York to Paris Race.  For additional information on the 1908 Race and a video clip about the 
Great Race 2008, please visit: www.TheGreatAutoRace.com  WWW.greatrace2008.com  
WWW.greatrace.com   

        
           Can History Repeat Itself? 
 

In 1908 an outlandish concept was discussed; stage an automobile Race from New York City, 
U.S.A. to Paris, France.  The idea was to prove the viability of the recently invented automobile by driving 
them the full distance across the continents of North America, Asia and Europe.  Yes, drive all the way from 
New York to Paris by crossing the frozen Bering Straits, which meant starting the Race in the dead of winter 
to insure the ice would be adequate to support them.   Was it possible, at a time when according to the 
London Daily Mail newspaper “the motor car, after a woman, is the most fragile and capricious thing on 
earth”?  For many the around the world Race was quite simply, madness! 
    In 2008 we will find ourselves at a very similar moment in history with the same challenge.  Great Race 
2008 will feature twenty “green” automobiles and a like number of vintage classics racing from New York to 
Paris, over much of the same course taken 100 years ago. The all too familiar tune that these “Green” 
automobiles are a passing “fad”, suitable only for local travel can once again be heard.  After all, for many 
today the hybrid automobiles and other exotic technologies are still new and untested. The thought of 
alternative technology having the endurance to make such a journey is once again considered madness. 

It will not be easy.  The start of the Race on February 12, 2008 in New York will mark the exact 
centennial moment of the original automobile Race round the world, which began in Times Square at 11:15 
AM on a cold February morning.  In 1908, 250,000 people filled the Square and Broadway, each trying to 
catch a glimpse of these new-fangled machines and the competitors in this epic International competition.  
The teams represented the world superpowers of the day, Germany, France, Italy, and the United States.  
The American built Thomas Flyer was poised at the starting line.  The 2008 competitors will face many of 
the same challenges the early Racers did.  Those of weather, fatigue, seemingly insurmountable obstacles, 
and certainly time. 

In 1908 roads were virtually non-existent, and much of the world’s population had never seen an 
American much less an automobile.  Services we take for granted today like fuel, repairs, communications, 
even food and lodging for the weary competitors were sparse and often unavailable.  The threat of bandits, 
illness, endless miles of snowdrifts, and bottomless quagmires were just a few of the obstacles they 
encountered on a daily basis.  The original Race had inspired moments of courage, despair, humor, 
camaraderie, and “Yankee” ingenuity.  At one point the German Protos became stuck to the axles in a 
Siberian bog.  The American Thomas Flyer made it around the quagmire and then, with a sense of true 
sportsmanship, threw the rival German Team a towline pulling them out to resume the Race. 

Some of those challenges faced by the early Racers have been improved for the 2008 event, with 
highways and far better communications.  However, in many parts of the world these new Racers will face 
the same challenges as the original Racers 100 years ago; where will they find the alternative fuels, or 
specialized parts required for cars with the new exotic technologies?  How will they cope with the language 
barriers, and more importantly the unpredictable weather?  

A total of forty intrepid Teams will vie for the title of World Champion.  That title is now held by 
George Schuster Sr., winner of the 1908 New York to Paris Race, driving the American Thomas Flyer.  The 
1908 victory has been unchallenged for the past 100 years.  Will someone claim it in 2008?  Will the 
carefully restored vintage classics be up to the challenge of retracing the route of their predecessors?  Will 
the new “green” technology of 2008 equal the rugged endurance of the 1908 automobiles?  



 6 

What would the winner of the 1908 Race think about the 2008 competitors?  I can anticipate the 
response of my Great Grandfather George, who with a knowing chuckle, would have said, “Those chaps 
have a big challenge ahead of them.  It will take sheer determination and a bit of luck for them to succeed!”  
Can history repeat itself? 
About the author: 

Jeff Mahl is the Great Grandson of George Schuster Sr., driver of the Thomas Flyer and winner of the 
1908 New York to Paris Race.  For additional information on the 1908 Race and a video clip about the 
Great Race 2008, please visit: www.TheGreatAutoRace.com 
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